In Memory of Janet Bohdanowicz

It is not easy to say goodbye to someone who not long ago infected others with her energy, was full of initiative, did not spare herself in her service to science and teaching. Members of the Leon Koźmiński Academy of Entrepreneurship and Management (LKAEM) community, whom I am honoured to represent, bow their heads in reflection over the grave of our dear departed friend, Janet Mary Bohdanowicz. English by birth, Polish by choice, to many of us she was simply Janet. She always wanted people to call her by her first name.

Great merit is associated with her name. To quote Józef Korzeniowski, who chose Britain and, as Conrad, became one of its greatest writers, a name is a beautiful thing, especially when merit is attached to it, because then the name means so much more than just distinguishing one person from another. This was and always will be the case with Janet’s name, with which so much initiative and achievement is associated, related to her activity at our Academy and previously.

To the Koźmiński Academy, Janet brought the experience she had gained in her education work as a senior lecturer at the University of Greenwich in the UK. Also helpful was the experience from her time as a consultant and then director of the Polish branch of the International Business Leaders Forum, which operates under the patronage of the Prince of Wales. It was Janet’s initiative to start the Autokreacja project, which focused on developing enterprise as an essential element of the Polish economy during transformation. It was Janet who was Director of Promotion at the Polish Agency for Foreign Investment. It was Janet who was an Advisor to the Minister of Culture of the Republic of Poland. It was Janet who took part in a “Programme Against Corruption”.

At the Koźmiński Academy, she taught marketing under the auspices of the British Chartered Institute of Marketing, and her classes and lectures were valued highly, a fact confirmed over and over again by her listeners and colleagues. She also lectured on corporate social responsibility, and was involved in EU-supported research on these issues, conducted by the Business Ethics Centre, LKAEM, Warsaw, Poland. Both in Poland and internationally, she enjoyed the reputation of a competent partner who could always be relied on.

Last year, before succumbing to her terminal illness, she took an active part in preparations for the European Academy of Business in Society annual conference, held at the Leon Koźmiński Academy of Entrepreneurship and Management. The conference participants remembered this, sending their best wishes and words of support from all over the world. A few weeks ago, the scholars and entrepreneurs gathered at the EABIS Conference in Milan, Italy, asked me to convey their words of comfort to Janet and her family.

Fortitude, courage, optimism – these are the personal qualities that people found so impressive in Janet. These qualities manifested themselves with special strength when she was fighting her disease. To the very end, she faced up to adversity and, despite her illness, continued to be active, giving advice and being prepared to take part in the Academy’s life.

Conrad wrote, “The human heart is vast enough to contain the whole world”. Janet’s heart was open wide to a world that included not just her dear ones, but also her colleagues and students at our Academy, and to the world of people with whom she collaborated in Poland and abroad. She never differentiated between people, treating everyone with equal generosity of her sensitive and helpful heart and her open mind.

Janet came to love Poland like her own country. She was a paragon of friendship, never refusing anyone in need of her help, and her commitment and industriousness were admired by all.

Dear Janet will remain forever in our memories and our hearts.

Prof. Wojciech Gasparski, Ph.D.

Vice-Rector for Research, LKAEM

and Director, Business Ethics Centre
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